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This guide is designed for the private use of SCORE clients, partners and business communities served by SCORE – Vers. 8.0

Read Me

Credits

This is a quick reference to a range of templates and business development resources available to our clients as they navigate starting or 
building their business. Use the Adobe Acrobat or Reader application for the best experience with this interactive PDF. To download the 
free Adobe Reader click HERE. For a quick review on how to navigate this guide, click on the Read Me button on the left.

https://twincities.score.org/content/browse-library-187?f%5B0%5D=ss_language%3Aen&f%5B1%5D=custom
https://twincities.score.org/resources/ws-brochure
https://twincities.score.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M_WcOr84QXc
https://www.linkedin.com/company/score-mentors-twin-cities/
https://www.facebook.com/SCORETwinCities/
https://www.facebook.com/SCORETwinCities/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M_WcOr84QXc
https://www.linkedin.com/company/score-mentors-twin-cities/
https://get.adobe.com/reader/
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St. Paul

Steps to 
Forming a 
Nonprofit

SCORE 
QuickStart 
Guide for 
Starting a 
Business

SBA 
Checklist for 

Starting a 
Business

Business Publications you’ll find useful:

Start-up Guides

Pierce County, WI

Small Business Trends Entrepreneur Magazine

These on-line references provide some good primary guidance to starting 
a business in your locale here in Minnesota or  Western Wisconsin.

Deluxe 
Start-up 

Fundamentals

IRS Starting 
a Business 

and Keeping 
Records

Minneapolis

Top 
Resources 

on 
SCORE.org

St. Cloud

Brainerd

Alexandria

Duluth Rochester

BurnsvilleMankato

Minnesota Small Business Guide

https://www.stpaul.gov/businesses/open-business/opening-business
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MVruBj0Fxp7JVB0X_cqWl73ZupUigBa0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hob-930YiWl1Ncbz8_m6GOZ2qFA7XeEI/view?usp=sharing
http://www.pcedc.com/pierce/business-toolbox/business-start-up-checklist
https://smallbiztrends.com
https://www.entrepreneur.com/
https://files.constantcontact.com/ebaad4cb001/c877ab0a-23d4-4666-9035-af08559ed70e.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ekNcyalIZBgsnaCCBFy7GBUIjmJFECVm/view?usp=sharing
https://business.minneapolismn.gov/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1OcxnP32ABKW-PBDqijD_KbD9ao_zqzULEt9755e3gDw/edit#gid=1363098465
https://www.ci.stcloud.mn.us/35/Business
https://www.ci.brainerd.mn.us/342/Economic-Development-Authority
https://alexandriamn.city/doing-business-in-alexandria/
https://duluthmn.gov/planning-development/business-development/about-business-development/
https://www.rochestermn.gov/businesses-4
https://www.burnsvillemn.gov/58/Doing-Business
https://www.mankatomn.gov/about-mankato/business
https://mn.gov/deed/assets/a-guide-to-starting-a-business-in-minnesota-39th-ed-2021_ACC_tcm1045-457554.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WXzR51uN45e9ng3IQ85beBCJLBdt5tim/view
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The library system here in Minnesota is rich in content and data sources that you’ll find really useful for your market 
research both on site and on-line. 

Click HERE for the Market Research Quick Reference. 

Below are the links to each library:

Market Research

NAICS
American 

Community 
Survey

Small 
Business 

Administration

Bureau of 
Economic 

Analysis

Securities and 
Exchange 

Commission

Bureau of Labor 
and Statistics

Broader Research Sources – here are a number of other demographic, industry and economic resources. Be sure to 
check the SBA site for guidance on how to do your research – you’ll find this extremely helpful.

Hennepin County 
Library

Washington 
County Library

St. Paul Public 
Libraries

St. Cloud Greater 
Regional Library

Ramsey County 
Library

http://www.naics.com/
http://www.census.gov/acs
https://www.sba.gov/business-guide/plan-your-business/market-research-and-competitive-analysis
http://www.bea.gov/
http://www.sec.gov/
http://www.bls.gov/
https://griver.org/research-databases
https://www.rclreads.org/resources/business-finance/
https://www.washcolib.org/162/Research-Databases
https://sppl.org/resources/business/
https://www.hclib.org/programs/business-employment
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VLYm8iWFk0-wEbv_cgZiQnC-xVqRfPyo/view
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Putting together a 
business plan that works 
for you isn’t as challenging 
as you might fear. 

The key: keep it simple. 
Check these out, then, as 
needed, call upon a SCORE 
mentor or attend a 
workshop specific to any 
areas you may be working 
on developing.

Business Model Canvas

LivePlan Overview

SBA Business Planning Guide 

SCORE Startup Roadmap

Ascent Learning Platform for 
Women Entrepreneurs

The Startup Roadmap is a free on-line 12 
step business plan learning experience 
and resource library you’ll truly enjoy using.

The SBA Business Guide provides a good 
step by step business planning process 
with example plans and templates.

The Ascent Learning Platform is a terrific 
SBA site packed with in-depth resources 
for women entrepreneurs.

LivePlan is an on-line app for  generating a 
business plan that’s consistent and 
professional. Special rate available.

The Business Model Canvas focuses on 
simplifying and summarizing the nine 
most important elements of your plan.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Business_Model_Canvas
https://partners.liveplan.com/score-st-paul-6mo
https://www.sba.gov/business-guide
https://www.score.org/startup-roadmap
https://ascent.sba.gov/
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Here’s a simple way to think of marketing: understand your customer, your value, your competition, your differential 
advantage and ultimately – you plan of execution. Here are a few useful resources:

General 
Marketing
Resources Digital 

Marketing
Resources

SCORE
Marketing 

Plan 
Basics

Canva Visual 
Style Guide 99 Designs 

Create Brand 
Style Guide

Marketing
Calendars

Branding ResourcesMarketing Plan Guides & WorksheetsGeneral Marketing Resources

Our partner Deluxe, has developed a number of easy to use marketing 
resources to provide you with a foundation to build your marketing plan.

Guide to 
Website Design

Guide to 
Social Media 

Marketing

Guide to Email 
List 

Management

Marketing 
Fundamentals

Put your plan into action with this 
simple spreadsheet.

https://www.score.org/search/site/digital%20marketing
https://www.score.org/content/online-marketing-resources
https://www.score.org/resource/marketing-plan-guide
https://twincities.score.org/marketing-basics-what-you-need-know-set-your-marketing-plan
https://www.canva.com/learn/your-brand-needs-a-visual-style-guide/
https://99designs.com/blog/logo-branding/how-to-create-a-brand-style-guide/
https://files.constantcontact.com/ebaad4cb001/2183ae5e-cefc-49a2-bc27-cf6fa8be82b7.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/ebaad4cb001/0525fd22-24d1-4179-a3af-c1992c46f31d.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/ebaad4cb001/378997c2-5594-4c87-bdaf-ff9624a53571.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/ebaad4cb001/00e19270-d401-4e4c-bd72-ad223f87151d.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PndSVr2eDSFE694b76Rloy1mKj1xHRsK/view?usp=sharing
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Here are a some useful resources you’ll for the financial planning aspects to starting your business. While not 
exhaustive, they’ll get you off to a great start. For more detail and help, be sure to check with your SCORE mentor.

Glossary of 
Financial Terms

One Year P&L Template

12 Month Cash Flow
Three-Year 

Forecast & Profit Projections

SBA Funding Resources

SBA Course:
Financing Options 
for Small Business

Guide to Financing IRS References and Guides

Deluxe Finance Fundamentals
Course

Worksheets

Where’s the Money
Workshop on funding
options in MN & WI

Recording

Presentation

https://www.sba.gov/business-guide/plan-your-business/fund-your-business
https://files.constantcontact.com/ebaad4cb001/070ef80a-150c-4a21-b473-c8127c7afd9e.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/192zPwIbUDfwVLTPU7gYloEIVaKYJOi3F/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j8UFzUKDeSi4MbCmuPCSuXyesnmOcooF/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-Hl9GY-Ec-HUIeGrF4wa5nXI_doicKP3/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19dXp-YOgJHqQTxGYv09bZMORxsDKGA-Q/view?usp=sharing
https://learn.sba.gov/learning-center-launch/learning-center-financing-your-business
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wqfSX8WkAvu1FSdvvNN7aosKQw5jCdEa/view
https://score.zoom.us/rec/play/caFli0CDCOMW4LUP3IeBHKUUKHBH9OCRJ2nw2Ln6HhLvAicPJVX2xGAM5-ay7SLLzd8sRu7QMbM47U__.0vMAmWxY1croc0iM?continueMode=true&_x_zm_rtaid=dUD2O553R-K2uvPjsFyowg.1651511807055.c5c41b21160b44eb68bd947ade773844&_x_zm_rhtaid=449
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ezkkec9SJHh0H3g3ltOrFDCTyILcNRR8/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XNb90VTvJD87yI1NLUTUKRHZJ-YoUP0S/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/116BsJunKRyWhpt9dM5NKMoKH_UDvUPRB/view?usp=sharing
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There are a number of useful resources available addressing multiple areas of business law and governance. These are 
just a few you may find helpful in address some of the basics to starting your business:

Information on 
LegalCorps

LegalCorps Access to 
Services

Here are a couple of useful workshops and a 
legal guide from one of our longtime partners 
with some great insights on small business law.

Other legal resources

LegalCorps 
Resources for Small Business

LawDepot Basic
Contract Templates

FindLaw 
Business Legal Resources

LegalCorps – Minnesota’s premier legal resource center 
for small business provides a tremendous service to the 
community – check these resources for more info.

MN Small Business 
Owners Legal Survival 

Guide

Workshops: 
• Contract Basics
• Choosing the Right Business Structure

http://legalcorps.org/
https://stpaul.score.org/content/legalcorps-advice-st-paul-score
http://legalcorps.org/small-businesses
https://www.lawdepot.com/
https://smallbusiness.findlaw.com/starting-a-business/business-start-up-checklist.html
https://twincities.score.org/basics-contracts
https://twincities.score.org/choosing-right-business-structure
https://www.amazon.com/Minnesota-Small-Business-Owner-Survival/dp/0985933755
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We’d like to acknowledge the many contributors who made this guide possible.  First, the clients we serve who have trusted our 
organization to help them. The relationships we’ve forged and the learnings you’ve provided continue to be invaluable in shaping
our efforts and hopefully bring more value to the community we serve. Thank you.

And, to the organizations whose tremendous support have provided direct and indirect content and services that have shaped this 
guide. Two partners in particular have been invaluable to our efforts:

Thanks as well to the many contributors to our learning and development series who’ve graciously allowed us to share the content
they’ve provided with us in our learning programs. See the course content HERE and be sure to check out the services of each partner. 
Other key contributors include  the Ramsey, Washington and Hennepin County, St. Paul Libraries and LegalCORPS.

Credits

SBA – the SBA has historically been the greatest contributor to our work and continues to be an 
incredible resource to SCORE and the small business community we serve.

Deluxe has been a major sponsor to SCORE and continues to innovate in their delivery of high 
value learning content, products and services to the small business community.

HENNEPIN COUNTY
Library

WASHINGTON COUNTY
Library

RAMSEY COUNTY
Library

US Small Business 
Administration

https://twincities.score.org/resources/ws-brochure
https://twincities.score.org/resources/ws-brochure
https://www.sba.gov/offices/district/mn/minneapolis
https://www.deluxe.com/business-size/small-midcap/
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This guide is a simple PDF with links to web pages and documentation you’ll find useful. You’ll need either the free Adobe Reader or Acrobat to get 
the full benefit of using this tool. To download this free resource, click HERE. Your feedback is welcome – drop us a note HERE. 

Home Page
Live links to some of the SCORE on-line resources –click once 
and you’ll be linked to the page via your preferred browser

Links to pages in the PDF related to each area of interest – click 
once and the page will be presented.

Read Me

Resource Pages
Below  is one of the resource pages in the guide. A couple of pointers:

Click once and you’ll 
return to the Home Page

Clicking on a topic will take you to a web page 
or a linked document in your browser

https://get.adobe.com/reader/otherversions/
http://stpaul@scorevolunteer.org
https://get.adobe.com/reader/otherversions/
http://stpaul@scorevolunteer.org



