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Herve Le Calvez needed help getting his biotech company off the ground. He holds a doctorate in cellular biology and microbiology,
and has years of experience working in the field.

“I’m a Ph.D. scientist in life sciences with training in business by the different occupations I had in startup biotech companies in San
Diego,” he said. “Securing financing, though, was something I (had) not done before.”

He started looking into ways to fund Abbiotech, a company that focuses on developing life science tools that help their customers
further understand human biology and diseases at the cellular level, in hopes finding cures for disease.

Le Calvez initially funded Abbiotech by getting a home equity loan, but he also checked into angel investors, venture capitalists and
bank loans.

Then, he found out about the programs and services he could receive from SCORE, a division of the U.S. Small Business
Administration.

Help approaching banks

Armed with a business plan with a well-defined competitive advantage and three-year break-even projections, he visited Paul
Hollenbach at SCORE. Together, they went to local banks to present the plan, hoping to get an SBA loan.

After Le Calvez attended training and financial workshops, he was able to secure a guaranteed SBA loan in the amount of $413,000
from Seacoast Commerce Bank.

Abbiotech reached its financial break-even point in two years, and Le Calvez continues to use services from SCORE.

Well done workshops

“SCORE has a panel of former industrial experts and entrepreneurs,” La Calvez said. “It allows you to broaden your network to other
sectors than yours.”

He said he has continued to develop relationships within SCORE, such as seeking out an accounting/financing expert.

“For few months, I was also part of the first CEO Forum they organized back in 2012-13. A good initiative; however, I had to give up
by lack of time,” he said.

He continues to attend SCORE workshops and send his employees.

“They are really well done workshops applied to what you meet in business. From sales tax, financial reports, e-marketing by
Google-Ads or LinkedIn marketing, my colleagues and I have always learned something at these workshops,” he said.

For more information on San Diego SCORE, visit http://sandiego.score.org
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